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Job description 
Science Technicians perform tests and experiments,  
and provide technical support functions to assist with 
research, design, production and teaching in chemistry, 
earth sciences, life sciences, and physical sciences.

This occupation group covers Science Technicians not 
elsewhere classified.

Occupations considered suitable under this 
ANZSCO code:
› Calibration Technician

› Fibre Technologist

› Textile Technical Officer

› Drug and Alcohol Tester

› Fingerprint Expert.

Science Technicians is a VETASSESS 
Group C occupation
This occupation requires a qualification assessed as 
comparable to the educational level of an Australian 
Qualifications Framework (AQF) Diploma or higher.

Applicants can fulfil the assessment criteria for this 
occupation in four different ways.

Science Technicians nec 

About this document

› The following Information Sheet is for your
reference only and should be used as a guide to
assist with your Skills Assessment application to
VETASSESS. This information is subject to change.

› Please note that a Skills Assessment of the
qualification involves assessment of both the
qualification level and content. Qualifications
are assessed according to the guidelines
published by the Australian Government
Department of Education.

› The employment assessment involves
determining the skill level and relevance
of the tasks undertaken.

› Integrity checks may be conducted to verify
the qualification and employment claims made
in an application.
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Qualification and employment criteria
Applicants must have fulfilled at least one of the following four criteria (1– 4):

GROUP C Criteria for a positive Skills Assessment

Post-qualification Pathways

Minimum comparable 
Diploma or higher  

AQF level*

With highly relevant  
major field of study

Additional highly 
relevant qualifications**

Highly relevant 
employment duration***

1  

2

3

+ +

+ ++

+No highly 
relevant major

No highly 
relevant major

+ AQF

AQF

AQF

Pre-qualification Pathway

Highly Relevant 
employment duration***

Minimum comparable 
Diploma or higher  

AQF level* 

 4

AQF
AQ F

Minimum AQF Certificate IV  
level with highly relevant major

No additional 
highly relevant 
qualifications

+3 YEARS 
minimum

1 YEAR 
minimum

Within last 5 years

+

2 YEARS 
minimum

1 YEAR 
minimum

*	 AQF Diploma or higher includes:
AQF Advanced Diploma 
AQF Associate Degree 
AQF Bachelor Degree 
AQF Graduate Diploma 
AQF Master Degree 
AQF Doctoral Degree

**	 Additional qualifications in a highly relevant field of study 	
include those comparable to the following levels:
AQF Certificate IV  
AQF Graduate Certificate

***	Highly relevant paid employment duration 
(20 hours or more per week)

Pathways 1–3
minimum years of post-qualification employment highly relevant to  
the nominated occupation, completed at an appropriate skill level  
in the five years before the date of application for a Skills Assessment.

Pathway 4
minimum 4 years of relevant employment at an appropriate skill level 
required – Three years of relevant employment (can be outside the  
last 5-year period) in addition to at least one year of highly relevant 
employment within the last five years before applying.

A positive assessment of both qualification level and employment duration is required for a positive Skills Assessment outcome.

+ 1 YEAR
minimum

+ +AQF
N/A

With or without
highly relevant major

field of study
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Quality 
ISO 9001

GROUP

Qualification
AQF Diploma or higher qualification. This includes  
qualifications assessed at AQF Diploma, Advanced  
Diploma, Associate Degree, Bachelor Degree,  
Graduate Diploma, Master and Doctoral level.

A science-based field of study which relates to the line/
context of the employment position(s) held would be 
sufficient for a positive assessment.  

Employment Tasks
Highly relevant tasks include, but are not limited to: 

› Preparing materials for experimentation such as 
freezing and slicing specimens and mixing chemicals

› Collecting information and samples

› Conducting field and laboratory experiments, tests and 
analyses

› Presenting results in graphic and written form by 
preparing maps, charts, sketches, diagrams and reports

› Performing routine mathematical calculations, and 
computations of measurements

› Controlling the quality and quantity of laboratory 
supplies by testing samples and monitoring usage

› Checking, calibrating and maintaining test equipment

› Participating in fabricating, installing and modifying 
equipment to ensure that critical standards are met

› Preparing experiments and demonstrations for science 
classes.

Additional tasks may include: 

› Collecting information and samples

› Conducting field and laboratory experiments, tests and
analyses

› Presenting results in graphic and written form by
preparing maps, charts, sketches, diagrams and reports

› Performing routine mathematical calculations, and 
computations of measurements

› Controlling the quality and quantity of laboratory 
supplies by testing samples and monitoring usage

› Checking, calibrating and maintaining test equipment.
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